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Every daily rider faces the same challenge. A laptop, a packed lunch, a rain 
jacket, and a change of clothes all need to go somewhere practical. For 
commuters on two wheels, having the right backpack is not just helpful. It is 
one of the most practical pieces of gear in the daily kit. 

 

Viking Bags, an industry-leading manufacturer of the best motorcycle 
backpacks and riding luggage, has built a full lineup of riding-specific packs 
made for real-world use. With a wide range of motorcycle backpacks crafted 
from tough materials like Cordura, TPU Tarpaulin, and ballistic nylon, Viking 
Bags serves daily commuters, weekend tourers, and adventure riders with 
equal confidence. 

 

This guide covers what to look for in a daily commute backpack, which Viking 
Bags options stand out most, and how to find the right fit for the ride. 
Continue reading to find the best motorcycle backpack for the daily 
commute. 

 

1. Why Regular Backpacks Do Not Work for Riding 

 

A standard backpack from a retail store might seem fine for a quick ride to 
work. But regular bags are simply not built for riding. They lack water 
resistance, tend to shift and sway at higher speeds, and their straps are not 
designed for the riding posture. After a few months of daily use, the zippers 
start to fail, and the stitching begins to loosen. 

 

Motorcycle-specific backpacks solve all of these problems. They are built with 
weather-resistant shells, padded carry systems designed for riding, and smart 

https://www.vikingbags.com/collections/motorcycle-backpacks
https://www.vikingbags.com/collections/motorcycle-backpacks


interior layouts with pockets for laptops, wet gear, and everyday items. For 
anyone riding to work each day, the difference is clear from day one. 

 

2. Key Features to Look for in a Commuter 
Motorcycle Backpack 

 

Before picking a bag, it is worth knowing which features matter most for the 
daily commute: 

● Capacity that fits the load: Most daily riders do well with a bag in the 
22L to 32L range. This is large enough to fit a laptop, clothes, and food, 
while still being easy to carry off the bike. Riders with longer commutes 
or heavier loads may want to step up to a 45L bag for extra room. 

● Weather resistance: Riding through rain is part of the deal. Bags made 
from Cordura, TPU Tarpaulin, or ballistic nylon stand up well against 
wet weather. An included wet pouch is a solid bonus for keeping damp 
items away from dry ones inside the bag. 

● A padded laptop sleeve: For work commuters, this is a must-have. A 
padded sleeve protects the laptop from road vibration and bumps, and 
makes it easy to pull out once at the destination. 

● A comfortable carry system: Padded shoulder straps, an adjustable 
chest strap, and a hip belt all help spread the pack's weight evenly. This 
keeps the back and shoulders comfortable on longer rides and during 
any post-ride walking. 

● Sissy bar mounting compatibility: Several Viking backpacks come 
with sissy bar straps, allowing the pack to be fastened directly to the 
bike when not being worn. This is a great feature for riders who want a 
cleaner setup while parked. 

 

3. Top Viking Bags Motorcycle Backpacks for Daily 
Commuting 

 

Viking Bags, the best motorcycle luggage maker for riders of every type, 
offers these standout options from its backpack lineup for daily commuters. 



 

3.1 32L Viking Trident Large Motorcycle Backpack 

 

 

 

The Viking Trident 32L Large Motorcycle Backpack is a great all-around 
choice for daily riders. It holds the equivalent of 44 cans of gear, features 
three front pockets, a top fleece-lined pocket, and a padded 12" x 14" laptop 
sleeve. One of its most useful features is a separate compartment at the base 
for shoes, which is perfect for riders who change footwear at the office. Made 
from Cordura and weather-resistant, it measures 12" x 6.5" x 19.5" and mounts 
easily to a sissy bar with secure straps. 

 

3.2 30L Viking Tactical Large Motorcycle Backpack 

 

https://www.vikingbags.com/collections/motorcycle-backpacks/products/viking-trident-extra-large-motorcycle-backpack
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For commuters who value quick access and tidy organization, the Viking 30L 
Tactical is a smart pick. It opens flat to 180 degrees, making packing and 
unpacking fast and easy. With a 30-liter capacity (42 cans), a laptop sleeve, 
two mesh pockets, a sunglasses pouch, and a wet pouch, this pack covers 
most daily needs. Made from Cordura and weather-resistant, it measures 12" x 
11" x 16.75". 

 

3.3 45L Viking Tactical XL Motorcycle Backpack 

 



 

 

Riders who haul a heavier load each day will find the Viking Tactical XL to be a 
top fit. At 45 liters, it holds up to 63 cans worth of gear and fits two 25-oz 
water bottles inside. It opens flat to 180 degrees and includes a 12" x 14" laptop 
sleeve, a sunglasses pouch, a wet pouch, and two mesh pockets. Measuring 
15" x 11" x 19", this is the go-to option for long commutes or heavier packing 
needs. 

 

3.4 30L Viking Voyage Large Motorcycle Backpack 

 



 

 

The Viking Voyage brings a rigid-shell build to the lineup. At 30 liters, it holds 
42 cans of gear and includes a 13" x 7.5" laptop sleeve. The wide 18" x 14" lid 
opening makes loading and unloading quick and effortless. Measuring 18" x 
11.5" x 18", the Voyage is a strong choice for commuters who want their gear 
well-protected and neatly sorted. 

 

3.5 32L Viking Renegade Motorcycle Dry Backpack 

 



 

 

Built for riders who ride in all kinds of weather, the Viking Renegade features 
two water-resistant zippered compartments and external webbing for 
attaching extra gear. At 32 liters (44 cans), it measures 11.5" x 11.5" x 19" and 
comes with a solid shoulder strap system. It is a no-fuss, tough option for daily 
riding in wet or dry conditions. 

 

3.6 22L Viking Explorer Adventure Touring Backpack 

 



 

 

Made from TPU Tarpaulin, the Viking Explorer 22L is a lightweight and 
weather-resistant pick for urban riders. It features a MOLLE attachment 
system, an adjustable chest strap, a removable hip belt, and front tie-down 
straps for compression. At 22 liters (30 cans), it is easy to carry around once off 
the bike, with a compact profile that works well in city traffic. Dimensions are 
15" x 5.7" x 27". 

 



3.7 12L Viking Explorer Adventure Touring Backpack with Chest 
Harness 

 

 

 

For minimalist commuters, the Viking 12L Explorer is a slim but capable pack. 
It comes with a 2.0L hydration pack with an insulated hose, a MOLLE panel, 
multiple pockets, and a satellite phone holder built into the shoulder straps. 
Made from ballistic nylon, it measures 9.5" x 4" x 18.25" and is ideal for short 
city rides where a full-size bag is not needed. 

 



4. How to Choose the Right Size for the Daily Ride 

 

● Light commuters who carry a slim device and a few small items will do 
well with the 12L or 22L Explorer options from Viking. 

● Mid-range commuters bringing a full laptop, clothes, and lunch should 
go with the 30L to 32L range for a well-balanced fit. 

● Heavy-load commuters or riders with longer daily trips should opt for 
the 45L Viking Tactical XL for the extra capacity. 

 

5. Tips for Riding Daily with a Motorcycle Backpack 

 

● Always clip the chest strap before hitting higher speeds. It keeps the 
pack locked in place and cuts down on wind drag at the back. 

● Place heavier items close to the back panel to keep the load centered 
and reduce fatigue over longer rides. 

● Use the wet pouch or dry compartments to keep rain gear and sweaty 
items separate from clean work clothes and tech. 

● When stopping for the day, use the sissy bar straps to mount the pack 
to the bike. This keeps it safe and frees up the rider to walk around 
without wearing the bag. 

 

6. Final Thoughts 

 

Finding the right backpack for the daily commute comes down to knowing 
the load, the ride, and the riding conditions. Viking Bags, the best motorcycle 
storage brand for everyday commuters, has built a backpack lineup that 
covers all of these needs without cutting corners on quality or comfort. 

 

From the lean Viking 12L Explorer to the roomy Viking 45L Tactical XL, there is 
a pack in the Viking lineup built for every type of daily rider. Each bag is made 
to last, built to take on the elements, and designed to sit comfortably on the 
back for the full length of the ride. 
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